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politics has been hostile to individual liberty.
About 1880 a number of intelligent Englishmen
became impatient when they saw the helplessness
and ignorance of the proletariat and realised the
enormous power of even the small capitalist over
the penniless man. The capitalist employer, then
as now, tyrannised over the individual in economic
matters. These reformers had no belief in Mr
Belloc's Distributive State and did not seriously
tackle the problem of property distribution, for
example, the encouragement of the small investor.
They blindly invoked the State to put everything
right under the odd delusion that democracy pro-
motes individual liberty. They had (first of all) to
get rid of sturdy individualist oligarchs like Lord
Salisbury and Mr Gladstone in order gradually to
set up in their stead the sort of ill-bred vulgarian
that democracy applauds. The instinct of "Live
and let live " is very rare among human beings. It
tends in this country to be confined to prosperous
autocrats and oligarchs who have grown up in an
atmosphere of freedom and whose outbursts of
youthful vitality have never landed them in the
hands of the policeman or in the imbecile seclusion
of the reformatory and common jail. Yet there is
no inherent difficulty in promoting an atmosphere
of freedom among the mass of the people such as
actually existed in England and Scotland before
the industrial revolution of 1800 and does still exist
in Ireland.

Nor did these early Socialists grasp the real danger
of democracy. In every modern community there
must be a governing class; we cannot, like the